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Christ made a very unusual statement in  

Matthew 16:28 

“Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, 

which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of 

man coming in his kingdom.” 
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Are some of the disciples still alive somewhere on 

earth? Did Jesus mean they would never die? Is 

this a failed prophecy as all the apostles are dead? 
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“Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, 

which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of 

man coming in his kingdom.” 

Jesus did not say they would never die at all. He said, 

they won’t die till a certain event takes place—till they 

see Jesus coming in His kingdom.  



Obviously this cannot refer to the actual 2nd coming 

of Jesus, because at the 2nd coming of Jesus God’s 

saints will receive immortality and will don’t die 

after that. 
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1 Cor. 15:51, 53 “Behold, I shew you a mystery; We 

shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed… For 

this corruptible must put on incorruption, and              

this mortal must put on immortality.” 
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Also Church history tells us that ALL the 12 apostles 

DIED, so Christ definitely never meant the period of His 

actual 2nd Coming. 
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Many Bible commentaries interpret this text to mean the 

period after the destruction of Jerusalem, in AD 70, when 

the Jewish economy collapsed and the Kingdom of Christ 

was being established all over the world, and that some of 

the apostles were alive to see the kingdom of Christ                

being established.  
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Interestingly all the 3 gospels—Matthew, Mark and 

Luke—that record this statement immediately narrate the 

Mount of Transfiguration experience as the next event. 
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Mat 16:28 “Verily I say unto you, There be some 

standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they 

see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” 

Mat 17:1, 2 “And after six days Jesus taketh 

Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth 

them up into an high mountain apart, And was 

transfigured before them…” 
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Mark 9:1, 2 “And he said unto them, Verily I say 

unto you, That there be some of them that stand 

here, which shall not taste of death, till they have 

seen the kingdom of God come with power. 

 2 And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, 

and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an 

high mountain apart by themselves: and he was 

transfigured before them.” 



Luke 9:27-29 “But I tell you of a truth, there be some 

standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they 

see the kingdom of God. 

 28 ¶ And it came to pass about an eight days after 

these sayings, he took Peter and John and James, and 

went up into a mountain to pray. 

 29 And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance 

was altered, and his raiment was white and glistering.” 



It is very obvious from the contextual reading of Scriptures 

that this prophecy was fulfilled right there in around a 

week’s time. 
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Why did Jesus talk about they shall “not taste 

death”?  

Couldn’t Jesus simply say…. 

“There are some standing here who will see the Son 

of man coming in his kingdom”?  

Mat 16:28 “Verily I say unto you, There be some 

standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they 

see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” 



On another Mountain Moses asked God… 

Ex 33:18 “And he said, I beseech thee, shew me             

thy glory.” 

The glory of God would destroy a sinner instantly. 

Also on Mount Sinai when God came down the 

people felt they would die. 

Ex 33:20 “And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for 

there shall no man see me, and live.” 



Exodus 20:19 “And they said unto Moses, Speak 

thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God 

speak with us, lest we die.” 
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2 Thes. 1:9 “Who shall be punished with everlasting 

destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the 

glory of his power” 
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God hid His glory then, so that people would not die. 

But at the 2nd coming of Jesus, the wicked will be 

consumed in His glory. 



No mortal flesh can see the glory of God and live. At the 

Second Coming of Jesus the saints will given strength and 

finally be made immortal so that we can stand in front of 

the presence of the holy God.  
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Luke 9:32 “But Peter and they that were with him were 

heavy with sleep” 

It would have otherwise been the sleep of death, but 

Christ promised them, they shall “NOT taste 

death”! 
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Mat 17:1, 2 “And after six days …” 

Mark 9:2 “And after six days…” 

Luke 9:28 “And it came to pass about an eight days 

after these sayings” 



The Jews and the Greeks recorded time a little differently. 

Matthew and Mark were Jews, recorded time differently 

than Luke, who was Greek. Luke includes the day Jesus 

predicted the event, and he also gives a rough estimation, 

"about eight days."  
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Mat 17:1, 2 “And after six days …” 

Mark 9:2 “And after six days…” 

Luke 9:28 “And it came to pass about an eight days 

after these sayings” 



WHY did Christ predict the symbol of the second 

coming SIX DAYS BEFORE the event took place? 

Is there any significance? 
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Peter, one of the three who witnessed the miniature 

2nd coming of Jesus, wrote… 

2 Peter 3:8-10 “But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one 

thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, 

and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack 

concerning his promise…  But the day of the Lord will 

come” 



From the time 

Christ first 

promised 

humanity in the 

Garden of 

Eden—from 

Paradise lost to 

Paradise 

restored—it’s 

going to be after 6 

Millennium days, 

6000 years!  
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Ex 24:16 And the glory of the LORD abode upon 

mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days: and the 

seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of 

the cloud.” 

How many days was Moses on the Mount? 

How many days did Moses wait to go up? 



Job 5:19 “He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea,             

in seven there shall no evil touch thee.” 
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Till the number six is the waiting, in this troubled 

world, but in the number 7, there is freedom! 



Mat 17:1, 2 “And after six days …” 
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     For 2 REASONS. 

1) To encourage Jesus before He goes to Calvary. 

2) To strengthen the faith of the disciples of Jesus before 

they see their Master humiliated at Calvary. 



Mark 9:4 “And there appeared unto them Elias 

with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus.” 

Luke 9:31 “Who appeared in glory, and spake of his 

decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem.” 



They talk about Gethsemane 
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They talk about the sin of the world that He has to carry 
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They talk about His cruel death! 
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They finally talk about His Resurrection! 
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1 Cor. 15:17, 18 “And if Christ be not raised, your faith 

is vain; ye are yet in your sins.  Then they also which 

are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.”  
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And if Christ did not die for the sins of the world, 

Moses and Elijah, who were taken to heaven, and the 

other dead saints, who are waiting for the resurrection, 

would lose heaven! 



God sent two of the greatest men of faith who ever lived on 

earth to encourage His Son in His final steps                     

towards the unimaginable!  
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Even the great Moses buckled under great pressure 

from the people. He struck the rock instead of 

speaking to the rock as the Lord commanded. 
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Even the great Elijah buckled under great pressure of a 

wicked queen, and runs for his life! 
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But these were the best two that God could ever 

have to strengthen the best of the best—the greatest 

Champion of all!  
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The trinity of the apostles—Peter, James and John—were 

most spiritual and could understand spiritual things better 

than the rest, needed a boost of faith in Jesus before the 

Cross experience! 
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Luke 9:33 “And it came to pass, as they departed from 

him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be 

here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and 

one for Moses, and one for Elias: not knowing what he 

said.” 
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Why did he say that—3 tabernacles? 

Yes, there were 3 tabernacle on earth. 
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1) Wilderness temple—Built by Moses 

2)Solomon’s temple—where Elijah frequently visited 

3) Jerubabel’s temple—which Jesus cleansed. 
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Malachi 4:4, 5 “Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, 

which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with 

the statutes and judgments. Behold, I will send you Elijah 

the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day 

of the LORD.” 

Moses represents the law of God, and Elijah represents 

the prophets of God. 
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Moses received the law from God, represents the law. 

Elijah was the greatest prophet of Israel. Amidst great 

apostasy he stood steadfast and challenged the enemies, 

represents God’s prophets. 



The law and the prophets—the complete symbol of          

God’s word 

Luke 24:27 “And beginning at Moses and all the 

prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures 

the things concerning himself.” 
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Matthew 5:17 ¶ Think not that I am come to destroy the 

law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 
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John 1:45 “Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, 

We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the 

prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
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Luke 16:31 “And he said unto him, If they hear not           

Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 

though one rose from the dead.” 
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John 5:39 “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye 

have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” 

Moses and Elijah appeared to confirm to the disciples that 

Jesus is indeed the One that the                                                  

law the prophets—the entire Bible—wrote about! 
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The two greatest came back—representing all the prophets 

of God—to tell the 3 apostles and all humanity that          

Jesus is long-awaited Messiah. 
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Matthew 17:5 “While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud 

overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, 

which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 

pleased; hear ye him.” 
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The Father came down as well. He was covered in the 

cloud. The apostles couldn’t see the Almighty God, they 

only heard Him speak one sentence to them! 
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2 Cor 13:1 “In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall 

every word be established.” 
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In spite of the 3 great testimonies—God the Father, 

Moses, and Elijah—about who Jesus was,                     

Peter who witnessed and heard it all,                            

denies Jesus 3 times! 
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 Luke 22:62 “And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.” 
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2 Peter 1:16-18 “For we have not followed cunningly 

devised fables, when we made known unto you the 

power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were 

eyewitnesses of his majesty.” 
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Later Peter wrote of the Mount of Transfiguration 

experience.  



17 For he received from God the Father honour and 

glory, when there came such a voice to him from the 

excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 

well pleased. 
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18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, 

when we were with him in the holy mount.” 
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Moses died and was resurrected to heaven. (See 

Deuteronomy 34:5, 6, and Jude 1:9) Elijah was translated 

alive to heaven. (2 Kings 2:11). They represent the two 

groups that will be with Jesus at the 2nd coming. 
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1 Thes 4:16, 17 “For the Lord himself shall descend 

from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead 

in Christ shall rise first: 

The Moses’ group 
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17 “Then we which are alive and remain shall be 

caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 

the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 

Lord.” 

The Elijah group 
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Let’s be like Moses and Elijah. Let’s be heroes of faith. 

Then we too will be with the Lord on a Mount soon, on 

Mount Zion, along with Peter, James and John and all of 

God’s people of all ages, dressed in raiment of light like 

Moses and Elijah and the Lord Jesus were! 
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“Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, 

which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of 

man coming in his kingdom.” 

Jesus desires to tell us today…. 
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